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Martley Parish Council: Chairman’s Annual Report 
 
 
This has been a difficult year for the Parish Council and for the Parish as a whole. Because of 
the pandemic, we have held all our meetings on Zoom for over a year and have not been 
able to hold any public meetings. All our local events like the annual show and the monthly 
coffee mornings have been in abeyance, while for much of the last 12 months all local 
sporting events were cancelled. I know that many of our local organisations have worked 
hard to keep in contact with their members. We are particularly grateful to the Parish 
Church and the Women’s Institute who have circulated gift bags, to the team at the Central 
Stores who have maintained an excellent service including home deliveries during the 
lockdown, and to Gail Dawson and her team for keeping us all informed in the Villager. 
 
In the last year, the Parish Council has continued to maintain our playing field, play areas 
and burial ground and, in co-operation with our district and county councillors, to represent 
the concerns of the people of Martley to other public bodies. We have followed the 
Neighbourhood Plan and opposed proposals in the South Worcestershire Development Plan 
Review to build a large housing estate South of the Playing Field, and also opposed the more 
recent planning application to build another estate on land West of the Hopyards. In both 
cases, the final decisions are made by other bodies and we may be required to represent 
the views of parishioners in hearings called by the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
An encouraging development over the last two years has been the expansion of local 
football and cricket, including new women and youth teams. This has highlighted the need 
to improve changing room and hospitality facilities, and the Parish Council is now looking at 
options for expanding the Mike Ganderton Pavilion. One problem we face in Martley is that 
our playing field is too small to include both a football pitch and a cricket playing field 
without some overlap of playing areas. This has led to problems between the football and 
cricket clubs, which the Parish Council has attempted to resolve by defining clear contracts 
determining the use of the field by each organisation. The field and pavilion cost about 
£2600 to maintain each year, and the Parish Council believes that this sum should be 
covered by the teams that use the playing field, rather than being subsidised by the rest of 
the community. This has meant an increase in charges for using the field. Nevertheless, we 
still offer one of the lowest charges per game in the County. We have also explored joint use 
of facilities with Chantry School, as a way of providing more space for team sports. 
 
The popularity of sporting events has put pressure on parking spaces near the Memorial 
Hall, which at times has resulted in a long line of cars parked along the road towards the 
bend. This is clearly a hazard for cars coming down from Berrow Hill but is part of a more 
general problem with parking since the closure of the car park at the Crown. The Parish 
Council has contacted the County Council several times to express our concerns, although 
this has yet to result in any changes. However, we hope to recruit parishioners for Martley 
Community Speed Watch, which will be revived later this year. 
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Many drivers, both near the Memorial Hall and the Central Garage try to reduce traffic 
hazards by parking on pavements. But this in turn creates a hazard for pedestrians, who 
may find the pavement obstructed and must walk in the road to pass parked cars. Pavement 
parking is especially difficult for those in wheelchairs, or pushing buggies, or who are visually 
impaired. Obstructing pavements in this way is illegal, and I would urge all parishioners to 
park their cars on the road and not on pavements. It is probable that Parliament will pass a 
new law this year outlawing pavement parking in almost all circumstances. 
 
The new burial ground is now fully open, and thanks go to our Parish Clerk Michelle 
Alexander for managing this facility, and to my fellow councillor Richard Bray for his 
significant contribution to its development and maintenance. The burial ground is generally 
free of litter, but this is not the case for much of the rest of parish. The problem in 
particularly bad along roadside verges and in the more isolated parking places. This suggests 
that most of the litter probably comes from passing motorists, but there are some lay-bys 
where multiple discarded cans of beer and cider indicate that more intensive social activities 
have taken place. The Parish Council organises an annual litter-collection, and I would urge 
all people to volunteer to remove this scar on the beauty of our village and countryside. 
 
Finally, I think we should all thank two councillors who have recently retired from office. 
Mike Nott has been a councillor for 21 years and served the last four as Chairman. He was 
an excellent chairman, fair in his dealings and utterly committed to the welfare of the 
community. Janet Dale served as Parish Clerk during a difficult time for the Council and 
played a large part in developing the burial ground and the skatepark. She was later co-
opted as a councillor, and always proved the voice of reason around our table. This means 
that we have two vacancies for parish councillors, and we will shortly advertise for 
applicants. One person who is thankfully not retiring is Michelle Alexander, who has proved 
an excellent Parish Clerk, always able to provide the most expert advice and carrying out her 
duties with quiet efficiency.  
 
Stuart Cumella 
3rd May 2021 
 
 
 


